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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 ISO-OO EB-11 DOTE-OO L-03 AID-20 

CIAE-00 INR-11 NSAE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /064W 

030950 

R 2621 5 2Z SEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6489 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MAMAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 3856 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN, ES 

SUBJ: USED BUSES: EL SALVADOR 

REF: A. STATE 195596; B. SAN SALVADOR AIRGRAM- 1 80 
OF DECEMBER 7, 1973 

1. INDUSTRY SOURCES ESTIMATE CURRENT IMPORTS OF USED BUSES INTO 
EL SALVADOR AT 120 UNITS PER YEAR. THESE ARE PRIMARILY 
SCHOOL BUS TYPE VEHICLES ABOUT 3 TO 5 YEARS OLD PURCHASED INDI- 
VIDUALLY FROM VARIOUS DEALERS IN U.S. AND DRIVEN TO EL SALVADOR 
BY PURCHASERS. MAJOR U.S. BRANDS IN DEMAND ARE CARPENTER, 

BLUE BIRD AND WARD. PREFERENCE IS FOR DIESEL UNITS OR GASOLINE 
UNITS CONVERTIBLE TO DIESEL THROUGH ENGINE REPLACEMENTS. BUSES 
ARE PRIMARILY FOR USE ON URBAN AND INTER-URBAN ROUTES AND MUST 
PASS INSPECTION BY TRANSPORT DIRECTORATE. BUSES NOT IN 
ACCEPTABLE CONDITION ARE REBUILT IN COUNTRY AND THEREAFTER 
ARE EXPECTED TO LAST APPROXIMATELY 5 YEARS BEFORE MAJOR RE- 
BUILDING IS AGIAN REQUIRED. VEHICLES ARE OFTEN RE-BUILT SEVERAL 
TIMES AND OPERATED UP TO 20 YEARS TOTAL. 

2. MARKETING IS LIMITED PRIMARILY BY LACK OF ORGANIZES SATES 
OF USED SCHOOL BUSES IN U.S. AND INABILITY TO OBTAIN FINANCING 
FOR PURCHASES THERE. USED BUSES ARE IMMINENTLY PRICE COMPETE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TIVE WITH NEW BUSES AVAILABLE IN EL SALVADOR WHEN FINANCING 
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CAN BE ARRANGED. OPERATING COSTS OF PROPERLY RE-BUILT USED 
BUSES ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF NEW UNITS AND SPARES ARE READILY 
AVAILABLE. VIRTUALLY ALL USED BUSES ARE IMPORTED FROM U.S. 

AND THERE ARE NO NATIONAL AGREEMENTS AFFECTING SHIPMENTS TO 
EL SALVADOR. 

CAMPBELL 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 SEP 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SANSA03856 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740272-0539 
From: SAN SALVADOR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 974091 1/aaaaajcv.tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION COME 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A. STATE 195596: B. SAN SALVADOR AIR, GRAM-180 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: martinjw 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAR 2002 by maustmo; APPROVED <04 FEB 2003 by martinjw> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: USED BUSES: EL SALVADOR 
TAGS: BGEN, ES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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